
 

Spiritual Warfare Concerning Revival 

Heaven invading earth is satan’s greatest threat 

 The growth will come supernaturally in revival 

 Supernatural: gold dust, gems, seeing an angel, Holy Spirit manifestations 
o Speaking in tongues (Acts 2) 
o Falling under the power of God (Ez 1:28, 3:23; Dan 10:9; Rev 1:17, John 18:6, Acts 9) 
o Deliverance of people from demons in the middle of church (Luke 4:33) 
o Jerking, shaking, trembling (Dan 10:7; Jer 23:9; Hab 3:16; Ps 99:1, Ps 114:7) 
o Trances (such as what happened in Mary Woodworth Etter’s services-Acts 10) 
o Shrieks (Acts 8:7) 
o Groaning, moaning, or wailing (Rom 8:26) 
o Intense weeping or laughing (Neh 1:4, Ez 10:1, Ps 126:5-6) 
o Deep bowing (Ezra 10:1, Ps 35:13-14) 
o Laughing (Ps 126:1-3, Prov 17:22) 
o Being still and solemn (Ps 25:5, 27:14, 131:2) 
o Drunk in the Spirit (Acts 2:13, Eph 5:18) 
o Visions and dreams (Acts 10:9-17, Joel 2:28) 
o People confessing sins and making things right with people (Acts 19:18-20) 
o Major healings and miracles (Matt 12:13) 

 

Testing the spirits and counterfeits 

1 John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 

are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

 Counterfeit gifts and power 

 Counterfeit revelation 

 Examine the fruit 



Infiltrators: wolves and their tactics 

Acts 20:29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock.” 

 Establish a profession of faith and pretend to be a Christian 

 Build credibility: church attendance, giving, acting spiritual, etc 

 Destroy any prayer base in the church 

 Spread rumors and sow division and rebellion against leaders (Jezebel) 

 They want to teach (1 Thess 5:12) and lay hands on people (1 Tim 5:22) 

 Break up family units  

 Stop all teaching that exposes satan and gets people delivered 

 Direct attacks through the dark arts 

o Confusion, sickness, strife, lust, paranormal activity, difficulty praying 

o May try to come late in the night to pray on church grounds 

o Leave something behind here as a point on contact 

 The communion table  

 Intercession in place 

 Make room for prophetic revelation and warnings 

Revival warnings: be careful who you are following 

 John 14:12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the 
Father.”  
 
G. Campbell Morgan called Asuza Street Revival the “last vomit of satan.”  
R. A. Torrey said it was “insanities worthy of a mad house.”  
 
All through history God has moved in great power at various times:  
 
Jonathan Edwards described the Holy Spirit’s activity in the first Great Awakening as 
this “When God did as it were suddenly open their eyes, let into their minds a sense of 
greatness of his grace, the fullness of Christ, and his readiness to save. Their joyful 
surprise has caused their hearts as it were to leap, so that they have been ready to 
break forth into laughter. Tears also at the same time issuing like a flood, weeping 
uncontrollably, and loud weeping. It was a very frequent thing to see a house full of 
outcries, fainting, convulsions, and such the like both with distress, and also with 
admiration and joy. Many remaining for perhaps a whole twenty-four hours motionless, 
and with their senses locked up; but in the meantime under a strong imagination as 
though they went to heaven and had vision of glorious and delightful objects.”  
 



Mid 1700’s John Wesley recognized falling to the ground as a manifestation from God, 
and records many such instances in his ministry. In fact, George Whitefield criticized 
Wesley for permitting the phenomena until it began happening in his own meetings.  
 
Mid 1800’s 2nd Great Awakening: Charles Finney began going throughout America 
preaching the gospel to the lost and the second Great Awakening sparked. This 
Awakening was very powerful and swept our land and it was God‟s grace before the 
Civil War. He was known for fiery preaching and calling sinners to repentance. It was 
reported waves of electricity of God‟s power would sweep through the meeting places 
where he preached. People would fall under conviction and lay motionless in a fetal 
position and have to be carried to altar. Large areas would come to know Christ as he 
preached.  
 
1801 The great Cane Ridge Revival broke out in Cane Ridge Kentucky. “The 
Revival of August 1801 at Cane Ridge was the climactic event of the Western Great 
Revival. It was estimated by military personnel that some 20,000 to 30,000 people of all 
ages, representing various cultures and economic levels traveled on foot and on 
horseback, many bringing wagons with tents and camping provisions. Because of the 
numbers of people attending and the length of the meeting, Cane Ridge has become 
the metaphor of the Great Revival. Historical accounts recall the contagious fervor 
which characterized the meetings that continued day and night. Descriptions abound of 
individuals, taken by great emotion, falling to the ground, crying aloud in prayer and 
song, and rising to exhort and assist others in their responses to the moment. Worship 
continued well into the week following the serving of Communion on Sunday, in fact, 
until provisions for humans and horses ran out.”  
 
An atheist wrote this upon visiting the Cain Ridge revival: “The noise was like the 

roar of Niagra. The vast sea of human beings seemed to be agitated as if by a storm. 

Some of the people were singing, others praying, some crying for mercy in the most 

piteous of accents. While witnessing these scenes, a peculiarly-strange sensation, such 

as I had never felt before came over me. My heart starting beating turmultuously my 

knees trembled, my lip quivered, and I felt as though I must fall down to the ground and 

a strange supernatural power seemed to invade the mass of mind there collected. At 

one time I saw at least five-hundred swept down in a moment as if a battery of a 

thousand guns had been opened upon them, and then immediately followed shrieks 

and shouts that rent the very heavens.” 

Biblical Cautions:  

 Divison (Matt 12:22-32) 

 Adultery (David 2 Sam 11) 

 Idolatry and deception (Golden calf Ex 32) 

 Rebellion against leaders (Korah Numbers 16,  Jude 8) 

 Witchcraft control (Jezebel Rev 2:20, 1 Kings 18-19) 



 Evil men (Tobiah Neh 13:4-10) 

 Betrayal (Gedaliah Jeremiah 40) 

 Man worship (Gideon’s ephod Judges 8:22) 

 Love of money (Gehazi 2 Kings 5) 

 Church scandals 

o Leaders never be alone with the opposite sex 

o Financial checks and balance to protect everyone 

Heartfelt FERVENT prayer and intercession births revival 

James 5:16 “The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes 

tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].” 

Closing thoughts:  Leviathan, Jezebel, Religious spirit, and Python 

 


